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Ladies and Gentlemen,
What sells best? Where do the products come from, how are they grown and produced? What choices do
consumers make? The retail sector is the interface between the producer and the individual consumer, it
connects the two spheres. By being able to direct its efforts towards these "two sides of the coin", retailing plays
a powerful role for sustainable development, including the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity.
Reason enough to make you familiar with REWE Group's commitment to biodiversity in this issue of our
newsletter. REWE's 2014 Sustainability Weeks have just started. From 22 April to 3 May, in over 3,400 REWE
stores throughout Germany the focus will be on animal and plant protection.
In addition, please find some further news in the "Biodiversity Pieces" section.
Yours sincerely,
'Biodiversity in Good Company' Initiative

BIODIVERSITY in ... the Spotlight at REWE Group
REWE Group is one of the leading trade and tourism groups in Germany and Europe. REWE Group, founded
in 1927, operates 15,000 stores with 330,000 employees in 12 European countries. Acting responsibly and in
line with the interests of the community is an integral part of the corporate culture of the cooperatively
organised REWE Group. Within the framework of the Sustainability Strategy, four topics have been given top
priority: the sustainable product range policy and the promotion of the consumption of more sustainable
products; resource and climate protection, satisfaction of employees plus social responsibility.
A significant objective of REWE Group’s Sustainability Strategy is to promote a more sustainable consumption
on a large scale and offer products with added sustainable value. In this context, REWE Group sees a great
opportunity to develop ideas for new products and projects through addressing the issue of biodiversity.
Find out more on two current biodiversity projects of REWE Group.

For the Protection of Bees
PRO PLANET Apple Project
The global bee population is decreasing  with
severe consequences for the diversity of the food
supply. After all, one third of our food would not be
available without bees. There are numerous reasons
for this and one of the most significant is the
increasing threat to their habitat. A broad offer of
flowery, speciesrich meadows and versatile
landscapes have been replaced by monotonous,
intensively used grasslands and the cultivation of a
small crop diversity in a large scale.
In corporation with the Lake Constance Foundation
and the fruit farmers from Lake Constance, REWE Group has therefore launched the PRO PLANET apple
project. The farmers create patches of flowery plants in their orchards with various seed mixtures, plant
flowering hedgerows and willow cuttings at the boundary ridges, develop their grassland management in an
environmentallysound way and provide nesting aids for wild bees. This pilot project started just four years ago
and became such a success that it will be expanded to further orchards in Germany in cooperation with the
German Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU).
REWE Sustainability Weeks 2014
REWE Group also aims to inform its customers on
biodiversity beyond the scope of this project.
Therefore, the Sustainability Weeks will take place in
stores and travel agencies of the company again in
2014.
For example, from 22 April to 3 May, the focus will be
on animal and plant protection in over 3,400 REWE
stores throughout Germany. As a prelude to REWE's
2014 Sustainability Weeks, REWE will offer its
customers numerous opportunities to obtain
information and become involved in this topic during
their shopping. They can directly participate in a largescale bee campaign, for instance: REWE will donate 30
cents for every jar of honey bought to the German Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU) for the
protection and support of meadow orchards which are particularly important for the survival of wild and honey

bees and other endangered beneficial insects.
Furthermore, REWE's reissued brochure “Much more than just honey” explains the huge importance of bees
in food production and the threats they face. In addition to much relevant and useful information the brochure
includes a small seed bag with a flowerherb mixture for home growing. With these seeds, REWE offers its
customers the opportunity to make a contribution to the protection of wild and honey bees and their habitats in
their own garden or on their balcony.
Further information and REWE's brochure "Much more than just honey"

Biodiversity Criteria for Standards and Quality Seals in the Food Retail Sector
In addition to climate change, the loss of biological
diversity is one of the most important challenges of
our time. Up to 1,000 times more species die out due
to human intervention than would through natural
extinction; many ecosystems which supply us with
vital resources and services due to their biological
diversity are endangered. The preservation and
conservation of biological diversity are not
exclusively linked to the environment, but are also
key requirements for industrial production processes,
services and quality of life.
The food retail industry and trade exercise significant
influence over biological diversity. However,
biodiversity, ecosystem services and their protection are still not given due priority in many companies.
Biological diversity encompasses complex interaction of ecosystems, biodiversity and genetic diversity. The
direct and indirect impacts of companies on biodiversity are often complex and the reduction of negative
impacts constitutes a challenge for the entire management.
Quality seals and standards distinguish products or services which meet specific criteria. They therefore serve
as an important orientation for the employees responsible for purchasing and quality assurance within the
company. Seals and standards communicated to the end consumers fulfil this guidance function. However, so
far only few seals and standards comprise extensive criteria for the preservation of biodiversity, i.e. they do not
guarantee enhanced performance in this area of action.
Therefore, the Lake Constance Foundation and the Global Nature Fund have developed the project
“Integration of biodiversity criteria in standards and quality seals for the food retail sector”. The project is
promoted by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) and Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB). REWE Group supports the initiative.
The aim is to develop recommendations and criteria in the course of the project which are to be integrated into
relevant sustainability standards and quality systems of the food retail sector. The idea is not to develop an
independent biodiversity label.
The project partners have already drafted a "baseline report" which examines existing biodiversity criteria. The
results have been discussed in a stakeholder dialogue in advance. In the next step, the Lake Constance
Foundation and the Global Nature Fund will draft recommendations and specific criteria for the protection of
biodiversity. The recommendation will mainly focus on seals and standards of product groups, which
production and processing have a specific relevance for biodiversity. Furthermore, the recommendations will
be presented and discussed again in a broadbased stakeholder forum. The aim is to integrate stakeholders
and secure broad support.

The final version of the recommendations and criteria in German and English should be released in July 2014.
Further information

Find out more about REWE Group
For further information on the sustainability involvement of REWE Group
please follow the link.
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IPBES: Second Call for Nominations of Experts
IPBES, the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,
is establishing a number of expert groups to take forward elements of the 2014
2018 work programme. In line with the agreed procedures for the preparation of
the Platform’s deliverables, Governments and other relevant stakeholders are
invited to nominate experts to participate in the following expert groups as
follows:
Expert groups to scope a set of regional and subregional assessments
Expert group to scope a thematic assessment of land degradation and restoration.
Further information on the procedure can be found at the IPBES website.
The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), with its secretariat located in
Bonn, Germany, was established in April 2012 as an independent intergovernmental body open to all member
countries of the United Nations. The members are committed to building IPBES as the leading
intergovernmental body for assessing the state of the planet's biodiversity, its ecosystems and the essential
services they provide to society. IPBES provides a mechanism recognized by both the scientific and policy
communities to synthesize, review, assess and critically evaluate relevant information and knowledge
generated worldwide by governments, academia, scientific organizations, nongovernmental organizations
and indigenous communities.

Global Environment Facility: CBD Executive Secretary Expresses Concern over
Funding Gap for Biodiversity
US$ 4.43 billion has been pledged by 30 donor countries for the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) during the Fourth Meeting for the Sixth
Replenishment of GEF Trust Fund, held in Geneva, Switzerland, 1617 April. This
funding is meant to support 140 developing countries' efforts over the next four years to tackle a broad range of
threats to the global environment. The GEF is the main global mechanism to support developing countries to
take action to fulfill their commitments under the world's major multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs),
including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, CBD Executive Secretary, welcomed these efforts. However, he stated that the
commitments of donor governments had failed to fulfil the target set at the Eleventh meeting of the Conference

of the Parties (COP 11) in Hyderabad, India, to double the international financial flows by 2015 relative to the
20062010 average. "This limited effort of multilateral funding, which represents a 30% increase over the
baseline of 20062010, puts undue pressure on bilateral funding, domestic funding and private funding to
compensate for this shortcoming to meet the estimated funding gap if we hope to achieve the agreed Aichi
Targets by 2020,” he said.
CBD press release dated 22 April 2014

6th National Forum on Biological Diversity in Germany Discusses the Role of
Consumers
On 3 June 2014, the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear
Safety and the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) will be holding the 6th National Forum on
Biological Diversity in Berlin. These events are open to all interested stakeholders to discuss key issues
regarding the implementation of the National Strategy on Biological Diversity. Whereas the focus of the 2013
forum was on business responsibility, this year's event will deal with the role of consumers and sustainable
consumption. How can biological biodiversity be communicated and become a relevant factor in consumers'
buying decisions? The dialogue with Environement Minister Dr. Barbara Hendricks and Prof. Dr. Beate Jessel,
BfN President, and other panelists will give room to these and other questions.
The event will be in German only. Registration and programme under www.nationalesforum
biologischevielfalt.de
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