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Evidence of ongoing engagement 06/2016 – 05/2018 

 

Knauf has been mining natural gypsum for over 80 years. A family-run 

business, with its roots in northern Bavaria, the company now has over 220 

sites in more than 86 countries, making it a leading global manufacturer of 

building materials and building systems. Knauf has always been conscious of its 

long-term economic, environmental and social responsibility – both at a local 

and global level. For many years, there has been an increasing focus on 

sustainability. This led Knauf to develop its own, company-wide sustainability 

strategy in 2011. The strategy includes reporting on issues of sustainability, 

based on the globally recognised standards of the GRI (Global Reporting 

Initiative) and, since summer 2014, the company has also been a member of 

the not-for-profit ‘Biodiversity in Good Company’ Initiative. The aim of the 

strategy is to take into account the importance and increasing relevance to 

Knauf of the issue of biological diversity.  

The issue of sustainability has been gradually embedded in the corporate 

structure and extended to all companies in the group. 

Membership of the 'Biodiversity in Good Company’ Initiative offers Knauf Gips 

KG the opportunity to increase visibility of its own pre-existing and long-term 

engagement in the area of environmentally friendly exploitation of natural 

resources and proper recultivation and renaturation, thereby raising awareness 

of the importance of biological diversity among other sectors and companies, in 

line with the goals of the Initiative. The Initiative also provides Knauf with the 

opportunity to learn from the experience of others.  

  

Iphofen, 01.07.2018 
 Knauf Gips KG - Rohstoffsicherung & Umwelt 
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As a signatory of the ‘Biodiversity in Good Company’ Leadership 

Declaration, Knauf Gips KG recognises and supports the three goals of 

the international Convention on Biological Diversity: 

 

¶ the conservation of biodiversity 

¶ the sustainable use of its components 

¶ the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from the use of 

genetic resources.  

 

Knauf Gips KG commits to:  

 

1. Analysing the impact of the company’s activities on biodiversity; 

 

2. Incorporating the protection of biodiversity and its sustainable use into 

its environmental management system; 

 

3. Creating a role within the company with responsibility for managing all 

activities in the field of biodiversity and for reporting to the Management 

Board; 

 

4. Setting realistic and measurable objectives for improving the protection 

of biological diversity and its sustainable use, which will be reviewed and 

adjusted every two to three years; 

 

5. Publishing information about all activities and achievements in the field 

of biological diversity in the annual report, environmental report or 

sustainability report; 

 

6. Informing suppliers about the company’s biodiversity objectives and 

gradually including suppliers in them; 

 

7. Exploring opportunities for cooperation with potential partners, such as 

conservation organisations and scientific or governmental institutions, in 

order to deepen knowledge through dialogue and to develop the 

management system. 
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1. Impact of corporate activities on biological diversity 

With the aim of better understanding the significance of global challenges for 

Knauf, and the opportunities and risks associated with them, in 2014 a 

materiality analysis was carried out, which went on to form the basis of the 

Knauf Group sustainability strategy. It was used to define development goals 

and actions for the individual companies / firms / regions, and eight key issues 

were identified. They were modified over the following years, in line with the 

changing objectives of the business.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation of the planned specialist projects and the introduction of 

biodiversity indicators (see point 4) to go hand-in-hand with those projects is 

currently on hold. 
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2. Incorporating protection of biological diversity and its sustainable 

use into the environmental management system  

Protection of biological diversity is an important issue for Knauf. Where 

possible, the company attempts to make a positive contribution in this area, 

above and beyond the legal requirements. It is a long-term goal to introduce 

indicators, which make it possible to measure the company’s impact on 

biodiversity at raw material extraction sites (see point 4), across the entire 

Knauf Group. In particular in those countries where the legal requirements are 

not comparable with European standards. Knauf’s sustainability strategy is 

based around independent environmental certification for individual Knauf 

products, Environmental Product Declarations in accordance with ISO 14025, 

and self-declared environmental claims (www.knauf.de/epd).  

 

 

3. Creation of a role within the company with responsibility for 

managing all activities in the field of biodiversity and for reporting 

to the Management Board 

For industry-specific reasons, at Knauf the issue of biodiversity has been 

managed by the department responsible for securing raw materials. Since 

2013, a geologist in the department has been dealing specifically with the issue 

of conservation and biodiversity. The geologist undertook extensive further 

training between 2014 and the end of 2015. This included university courses, 

practical work with planning bodies and NGOs, and attendance at training 

events on the subject of environmental law and environmental monitoring of 

construction work. The first ever inspection – followed by a report to the 

Management Board – of Knauf surface mining operations, in Lower and Middle 

Franconia (Bavaria), took place in the winter of 2015. This is now the 

established approach for the entire region of Lower and Middle Franconia and is 

to be gradually rolled out throughout Germany. 

  

http://www.knauf.de/epd
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4. Setting of realistic and measurable objectives for improving the 

protection of biological diversity and its sustainable use, which will 

be reviewed and adjusted every two to three years 

 

Biodiversity indicators 

Knauf plans to introduce biodiversity indicators with the aim of improving the 

protection of biodiversity at raw material extraction sites. It is intended that the 

indicators shall be established industry-wide, at European level, via the 

Eurogypsum organisation. To that end, in 2013, the Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech 

faculty at the University of Liège conducted a study, funded by Eurogypsum 

(http://www.eurogypsum.org/), on the basis of which an indicator model was 

devised that could be implemented across all the companies with membership 

of the organisation. Eurogypsum intended to test and, if necessary, adjust this 

indicator model as part of an EU Life +- project. The project has been put on 

hold in the wake of political discussions about a review (the so-called fitness 

check) of the Habitats Directive. Both Eurogypsum and Knauf are now awaiting 

publication of the goals of the EU Action Plan for nature, people and the 

economy.  

 

Biodiversity Database 

Knauf is also supporting a Baden-Württemberg trade association for the non-

metallic minerals industry [Industrieverband Steine und Erden Baden-

Württemberg; ISTE] in the development of a biodiversity database (since 2014; 

https://biologischevielfalt.bfn.de/22800.html). The database will be used to 

record the mapping of approval processes and monitoring throughout the 

industry. In order to make the database available to companies in the non-

metallic minerals industry throughout Germany, a working group was 

established at the German Building Materials Association (BBS), and it has 

been working on implementation since 2016.  

Knauf is playing a major role in the development of the new biodiversity 

database, which will be available throughout Germany, and the company is 

contributing its practical knowledge directly through participation in a sub-

working group.  

 

  

http://www.eurogypsum.org/
https://biologischevielfalt.bfn.de/22800.html


 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

6 6 

6 
Contact:  
Pascal Bunk | Tel.: +49 (0)9323/31-1549 | Fax: +49 (0)9323/31-569 | bunk.pascal@knauf.de 
Knauf Gips KG | Am Bahnhof 7 | 97346 Iphofen | District Court of Würzburg | Commercial Register [HRA] no. 2754 
 

6 

 

5. Publishing information about all activities and achievements in the 

field of biological diversity in the sustainability report  

The family-run Knauf Gips KG has been reporting on the issue of sustainability, 

in accordance with the rules of the GRI (Global Reporting Initiative) since 2012. 

The subject of biodiversity has been a key element of this reporting from the 

outset, and has also been highlighted by the Management Board as a 

cornerstone of the current sustainability report (covering the period 2015/16): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Example: Reporting on the impact on biodiversity in accordance with GRI  
In the period 2014-2016, the sustainability indicator EN-11 shows active interventions by 
Knauf Gips KG (raw material extraction / backfill with extraneous material) in Germany  
with adjacent surface areas with a high conservation status. 
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6. Informing and involving suppliers in Knauf biodiversity objectives  

In order to ensure the sustainability of products at all stages of the supply chain, 

Knauf (in its role as manufacturer) and its suppliers of materials and raw 

materials will be working together more closely in future.  

This goal is supported by the Code of Conduct for Suppliers, which was 

developed and published in 2015 (www.knauf.de/lieferantenkodex). 

 

 

7. Cooperation with potential partners, such as conservation 

organisations and scientific or governmental institutions 

 

Conforming to regulatory frameworks 

The comprehensive tightening of restrictions around the protection of species is 

currently shrinking the scope of opportunities for the extraction of raw materials. 

It is predicted that the phasing-out of fossil fuels will lead to a decline in flue gas 

desulphurisation gypsum (FDG gypsum). This presents the company with the 

challenge of meeting increased demand for natural gypsum in an operational 

environment where land is scarce and there are much stricter conditions to be 

met when applying for permits.  

Over the last twelve months, the focus has therefore been on campaigning for 

greater flexibility in species protection legislation, so that measures for the 

protection of species can also be implemented in the quarrying industry. To that 

end, Knauf has supported a research project by the German Federal Agency for 

Nature Conservation (BfN), entitled Nature over Time: Applicable legal and 

technical requirements [“Natur auf Zeit: Rechtliche und fachliche 

Rahmenbedingungen”] (FKZ 3516 81 0800, UFOPLAN 2016), and assisted it 

by providing technical papers.  

 

http://www.knauf.de/lieferantenkodex
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Promoting research 

Knauf has always maintained close and open communications with regional 

nature conservation organisations, authorities and universities. In addition to 

regularly conducting tours for representatives of these various bodies, and 

working on joint publications, Knauf also contributes to dialogue with these 

groups by facilitating research into quarrying. This research is set to intensify in 

the coming years. To that end, the company is working on collaboration with the 

University of Applied Sciences Bingen (TH Bingen) and the University of 

Würzburg. 

 

Example: Migratory biotopes as nature over time  
At a workshop held on 16 January 2017, as part of the Nature over Time R&D project, Knauf Gips KG 
explained the concept of migratory biotopes and described good practice in the non-metallic minerals 
industry. There was a strong focus on the problems caused by the strict interpretation of European 
species protection legislation in Germany and which migratory biotopes represent a major legal risk for 
companies. 
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Increasing cooperation 

Together with the Bavarian trade associations for the raw materials industry, 

Knauf Gips KG is supporting and promoting the project by the Bavarian 

Association for the Protection of Birds (LBV) on the subject of managing the 

habitats of amphibian species protected by the Habitats Directive at raw 

material extraction sites [“Management von Lebensräumen FFH-relevanter 

Amphibienarten in Rohstoffgewinnungsstätten”]. The project aims to help 

endangered species of amphibians, which are protected in accordance with 

Annex IV of the Habitats Directive, and their populations, in active quarries. 

Work is also ongoing on a public legal agreement, which would give quarry 

operators legal security in pursuing this goal, thereby avoiding bans on 

quarrying. This project, and its innovative draft agreement, has been cited by 

Knauf as an example of best practice as part of the BfN’s Nature over Time 

R&D project, and has also been presented as a solution model outside Bavaria. 

 

 

Example: Research into quarrying 
What dragonfly is that? As part of his undergraduate degree, budding environmental engineer Rah 
Keifenheim from the TH Bingen investigates which dragonflies are settling in Knauf quarries, 
categorising them by age and water chemistry.   
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Increasing communication 

In the run-up to the 13th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biodiversity (CBD), the signatories to which include the European Union and 

Germany, more than 130 companies – including Knauf Gips KG – have agreed 

solutions for the protection of biodiversity and ecosystems. The CEO of Knauf 

Gips KG, Christoph Dorn, signed the “Business and Biodiversity Pledge” on 

behalf of the company in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: Protecting species by extracting raw materials 
The so-called Amphibian Project by the Bavarian Association for the Protection of Birds and Bavarian 
trade associations is designed to give quarry operators legal security if they implement measures to 
promote amphibians in their quarries.  

 

Example: Mainstreaming of biodiversity  
Since 1992, the United Nations organisation has considered the loss of biological diversity to be one of 
the greatest threats to the development of humankind. This issue is the focal point of the Knauf Gips KG 
sustainability strategy. The signing of a letter of intent was announced in the employee magazine.  
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Example: Networking for biodiversity  
On 29 and 30 June 2017, the fifth German specialist conference on recultivation [Fachtagung 
Rekultivierung] was held in Bergheim, near Cologne, with the slogan ‘Shape and experience 
biodiversity’. It was organised by the ‘Recultivation Research Office’ [Forschungsstelle Rekultivierung] 
affiliated to RWE Power AG. More than 120 experts from academia, government agencies, 
environmental organisations and companies attended the event to meet, share experiences and discuss 
the significance, achievements and problems surrounding the promotion of biodiversity and recultivation. 
Geologist Pascal Bunk spoke on behalf of Knauf Gips KG about the role of quarries as part of Germany’s 
green infrastructure. Illustration: Networking exemplified using Knauf’s Egersheim quarry in Middle 
Franconia.  

 

Example: Working group for biologists in industry  
Since 2017, Knauf Gips KG has been involved with a working group for biologists in industry. The aim of 
the group is to facilitate the exchange of knowledge between people from various industries, all of whom 
are responsible for issues of conservation and biodiversity. In addition to swapping ideas for good 
practice through lectures and discussions, the group also always organises an excursion as part of their 
programme. Pictured: excursion to the Quarzwerke GmbH sand mining pit in Frechen, February 2018. 
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Knauf Gips KG (www.knauf.de) 
Knauf Gips KG, a member of the Knauf Group, specialises in systems for drywalling, flooring, plastering 
and façades. Knauf drywalling systems are a byword for effective sound, fire and heat insulation for floors, 
walls and ceilings. Knauf liquid screeds and levelling compounds for floors ensure rapid progress for 
construction projects. The range of Knauf plasters includes classic brands such as Rotband, MP75, 
SM700 and Rotkalk. The Warm Wall external insulation system creates energy-efficient façades. 
 

Knauf Group (www.knauf.com, www.knauf-deutschland.de) 
Throughout the world, Knauf construction systems simplify planning and building and provide complete 
solutions of dependable quality. In the German market, Knauf is represented by the companies Knauf 
AMF (ceiling systems), Knauf Aquapanel (cement tile backing boards, internal insulation, Perlite), Knauf 
Bauprodukte [Knauf Building Products] (professional solutions for the home), Knauf Gips [Knauf Gypsum] 
(drywalling, flooring, plastering, and façade systems), Knauf Insulation (insulation products in mineral 
wool, glass wool, and wood wool), Knauf Integral (plaster fibre technology for floors, walls and ceilings), 
Knauf PFT (machinery, plant construction) Knauf Design (surface technology), Marbos (special building 
materials for bonded plaster construction), Richter System (dry lining systems) and Sakret Bausysteme 
[Sakret Building Systems] (dry mortar for new construction and renovation). 
 

 
 

http://www.knauf.de/
http://www.knauf.com/
http://www.knauf-deutschland.de/
http://www.knauf.de/nachhaltigkeit

